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Healthy communities 
for all through better 
laws & policies



When the law of a 
higher level of 
government 
invalidates the law 
of a lower level of 
government

What is Preemption?
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"People who live in cities and towns want control over their own 

destinies," said National League of Cities CEO and Executive 

Director Clarence E. Anthony. "When states take away the ability 

of local leaders to make decisions, the values and will of the 

people are ignored."
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Preemption & COVID-19
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Pushing Back: Political Process



Pushing Back: 
Litigation 



Resources

www.changelabsolutions.org/good-governance/preemption



Thank You!  

sadler@changelabsolutions.org
www.changelabsolutions.org



ChangeLab Solutions 

Disclaimer

The information provided in this discussion is for informational 

purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice. ChangeLab

Solutions does not enter into attorney-client relationships.

ChangeLab Solutions is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization that 

educates and informs the public through objective, non-partisan 

analysis, study, and/or research. The primary purpose of this 

discussion is to address legal and/or policy options to improve 

public health. There is no intent to reflect a view on specific 

legislation.

© 2021 ChangeLab Solutions 



Preemption isn’t 
universally 
negative

or
inherently 
partisan



How preemption 

affects health 

equity depends on 
the type of 
preemption 

&
how it’s used 
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