Health Care in Mé@tion

Timely, Substantive Updates on Policy Shifts - Actionable Advocacy to Protect Health Care

August 16, 2018  10:30AM EST

Driving off the Subsidy Cliff

As we have written about before, the Trump Administration continues to promote the roll-out of work requirements in
Medicaid programs, despite losing a court case challenging this policy in Kentucky (and, more recently, the filing of a suit
in Arkansas). States too seem unfazed by this setback and proposals seeking permission to implement work requirements
persist. This week, we’re throwing a spotlight onto one such state: Mississippi.

Unlike most states seeking a work requirement, Mississippi has not expanded Medicaid to cover all able-bodied adults at
incomes up to 133% of the Federal Poverty Line. As we noted, a key Administration official overseeing Medicaid previously
indicated that non-expansion states seeking a work requirement would have to figure out how to deal with the “subsidy
cliff” such proposals would create: enrollees working the mandated number of hours would likely make too much to qualify
for Medicaid, yet too little to qualify for the Affordable Care Act’s subsidies—leaving people with no place to turn to for
health care coverage.

To hear more about the situation in Mississippi and how advocates can help, we interviewed Linda Dixon Rigsby from the
Mississippi Center for Justice. The resource Linda describes can be found here.
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Health Care in Motion is written by:

Robert Greenwald, Faculty Director; Kevin Costello, Litigation Director and Associate Director; Phil Waters, Clinical Fellow;
Maryanne Tomazic, Clinical Fellow; and Rachel Landauer, Clinical Fellow.

For further questions or inquiries please contact us at chlpi@law.harvard.edu.
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https://www.chlpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/HCIM_08_06_2018.pdf
http://www.healthlaw.org/publications/browse-all-publications/gresham-azar-arkansans-sue-HHS-for-approving-work-requirements-medicaid#.W3SASn-0WmR
https://www.chlpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/HCIM_06_01_2018.pdf
https://medicaidworksms.org/
mailto:chlpi%40law.harvard.edu?subject=
https://chlpi.salsalabs.org/hcim_subscribe
https://www.chlpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Mississippi-Waiver-Redux.mp4
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